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. WASHINGTON—It is hard to
" belteve, but Richard Helms, di-
i rector of the much-criticized Cen-
. tral Intelligence Agency, hag be
i come a darhng of fhe Senate
‘dovecote, £ . -

"A “career intelhgence ofﬁce‘,

1947, Helms was named director
by President Johnson in 1986.

pointment early this year.

In subordinate posts Helms. had
seen CIA blamed abroad and at
+ home, for goofs of all proportions,
i'He served under two colorful and
“much-publicized directors of cen-
itral  jntelligence, gentlman-spy
: Allen W. Dulles and hard-driving

_s-industrialist John A, McCone.

ji Now it is being said — and by
ithe most critical-of the Senate

#doves ~ that career-man Helms .

i has brought a new respectability
L0 - the quiet - campus-like CIA

. ?headquarters in Langley.

| Exhibit A in this regard is Sen.
iMike Mansfield, Mont., the -Sen-

. i ate Democratic leader. Mansfield
_i-’has been a frequent critic of Viet- .
" Lnam policies and of other aspects’

i-of mational security. planning by

* %two administrations.
¢, For years Mansfield has, in ad- .

; dition, been.a leader of a so-far

unsuccessful drive. to -apply a-

i'tighter = congressional oversight

‘to CIA activities, Yet Mansfield

: says Helms. “hay brought a re.
. spectability and integrity to the
fCIA and given it the kind of
¢ standing which it lacked pnor to
~ the time he took over. .
Y must. say, like all those who

“have come in contact with him, .

1 “have been- tremendously im.
-pressed. I think he is by far the
~best director the CIA has ever
“had. Because of Mr. Helms that
~agency's integrity  and standing
‘have increased consxderably, at
Jeast. in the congressional coms

_mupity,”’” says Maastield. | .-

"By ROBERT S. ALLEN md .

with CIA since its founding in-

‘President Nixon renewed the ap--

o f M J ﬁdms ng

ALSO FULBRIGHT ~ Manstield

- ade those comments in the Sene
.ate's Secret debate on the ABM

Safeguard system weeks ago. The
transcript of that debate, censor
ed and reviewed, was made puly

Jic only last week. CIA data way

quoted by both sideg in the secre

~ discussion, but Safeguard oppon

ents stressed the agency's finding,
made withoyut further evaluation

or comparison, that Rusgia had -
suspended work on 1ts antimig

sile system. -
“APPROPRIATE OI‘FNJLALS

~ Helms has always enjoyed the.

confidence of the rather hawkish .
scnior members of the House and -

Scnate who ride herd on CIA op-:

-erations . through ‘ special intelli-"
. gence subcommittees. There is

therefore, a real significance in

his present high standing among"

the aqency s long-time critics.

He has, in the figst place, made

without biag and without trying to

1t clear that, as the nation's top.
“intelligence officer, he wil] pro-
. vide the best possible reading,

evaluate events abroad egainst’

developments {weapon or other-
-wise) in the Unifed States. In.

short, Helms will provide the best-

available bakis for U.S, policies’

without trying o miake them;
CIA critics were never surg

bhat Dulles and ‘McCone were rwxll-
ing to stop at that.

. With respect to CIA's operation.,

-] responsibilities, those shadowy,
clandestine activities which have

: provoked most of .(MA's critielsm
over the years, Helms 'has care”
fully Jived up to a pledge made’
‘during his Senate confirmation .

hearings in 1566:

“Sir,” said Helms on ‘that occa-'
-glon, “the Central Intelligence -
Agency takes yo ections without
approval from the appropriate

"

officials of the U.S. Government,:

and they are not in the CTA.”

. After more than three years,
- CIA's critics are begiming to beo

lieve him. ...~




